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GENERAL EVENT OVERVIEW 

 

EVENT NAME:  Summer Activities Week  
 
VENUE:   Various across Richmond, Kingston and RBWM 
 
DATES:  24th July – 28th July 2022 
 
COSTS:  Richmond & Kingston: £3,858 

RBWM: £2,481.45 
 

EEF:    2+ months, moderate cost 
 
EVENT TEAM:  Tav Juttla, AfC Virtual School Business Manager 

Tavana Young-Thomas, Business Support Assistant 
    Job Pimental, VS Outreach Learning Mentor (R&K) 
   Karen Summer-Ireland, VS Outreach Learning Mentor (RBWM)
   Jill Hunter, Supporting Responsible Adult 
   Gemma Holmes, QTS R&K 
   Soumaya Belhadj, QTS RBWM 
    
SAFEGUARDING:   Tav Juttla, AfC Virtual School Business Manager  
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES WEEK PROJECT OUTLINE 

 
• Primary aim is to improve learning needs with an academic component.  
• Collaborative (or co-operative) learning approach involving pupils working 

together on activities or learning tasks in a group small enough for everyone to 
participate on a collective task. 

• Target social and emotional learning (SEL) seek to improve pupils’ interaction 
with others and self-management of emotions etc. 

 

EVENT PURPOSE 

 Experience performing and public speaking by a variety of instructors / hosts. 

 Develop young people’s self-confidence and social skills. 

 Promote team building skills and self-esteem in a fun, safe environment. 

 Introduce young people to different types of activities and interactions. 

 Promote peer relationships and develop trust and understanding of each other. 

 To enrich young people’s lives and encourage, nurture and support their 
creative aspirations and opportunities. 

 To help young people develop their creative side so they feel more confident 
and engage with others in a positive way. 

 To encourage open-mindedness and promote health and well-being. 

 To stretch young people’s imaginations, overcome challenges and realise their 
own potential. 

 To instil confidence, respect of others and a positive outlook. 
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SUMMER ACTIVITES WEEK EVENT BROCHURE 
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EVENT RESEARCH 

Based on the EEF Toolkit, AfC Virtual School provided their 8th Summer Activities Week in July 2023. 
Various elements from the EEF toolkit strand were researched and based on the most effective and 
recommended areas were included in this year’s activity week. The aim of these activities was to raise 
attainment, develop essential life skills as well as prepare our young people in care for the future 
ahead.   
 
Additionally, these activities provided an opportunity for our young people to meet and develop 
positive friendships and interactions with like-minded children, who they may not normally have the 
opportunity to meet otherwise. AfC Virtual School Summer Activities Week also included academic 
components which were associated with learning gains from the following areas: 
 

 Arts Participation 

 Aspiration Interventions 

 Behaviour Interventions / Carer Engagement 

 Collaborative Learning and Thinking 

 Digital Technology 

 Social and Emotional Learning 

 

 EVENT SUMMARY 
 

 

 Our Richmond, Kingston and RBWM summer activities had an overall attendance of 
66 young people in total. 

 100% of young people enjoyed the activities they took part in. 

 100% of young people would like to attend similar activities in person, in future. 

 All of the activities proved extremely popular with the children, specifically so as they 
were based outdoors, which the children loved. 

 This information suggests our young people are most interested in in person outdoor 
group activities, where they are working as a team and learning together. 

 Fun activities like the Watersports, Legoland Workshops/Rides, Pottery and Cookery 
Workshops were ranked the most popular. 
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EVALUATION EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

100%

0%0%

My child enjoyed the Summer Activities Week.

Yes No Unsure

100%

0%0%

Would your young person like to do more 
activites like this in the future? 

Yes Unsure No

10%

15%

10%

11%
10%

23%

10%

11%

What % of children attended each individual activity.

Fun Fest Activity Camp
Smart Raspberry Cookery Workshop
Pottery & Crafts
Watersports
River Thames Boat Project
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CARERs / GUARDIAN / CHILDREN’s FEEDBACK 

The girls thoroughly enjoyed the events and enjoyed meeting others that were fostered or 
adopted.  Their favourite event was paddle boarding. 

______________________________ 
 

Just to say a big thank you to you and the team! Pupil X and Y had a brilliant time at all the 
different activities they attended and liked them all for different reasons. 

From what I could gauge all the events were well attended which was good to see. Certainly 
as a foster carer we saw the week being promoted well albeit it was our adopted children 

who attended! Keep up the good work. 
________________________________ 

 
Pupil X had an amazing week! He already can’t wait to meet his new friend Pupil Y next year! 

Thanks for your hard work. 
___________________________________ 

 
My young person absolutely loved all the sessions but Albany outdoor day was her favourite. 
I think the mix of people along with the staff and volunteers just made it such a memorable 

experience. All the days were run really well and communication was fantastic from yourself. 
Thank you so much for giving young people the opportunities. 

___________________________________ 
 

A had a great time. Giving 46 out of 50, he said his least favourite was Norden Farm when I 
asked, but he still really enjoyed it. He just liked the other activities more. His favourite 

activity was Water Sports. Thank you so much for putting the program on. It was a great 
selection. 

__________________________________ 
 

Thank you so much for another great session! L loved it and was so happy to see her new 
friend from Monday, Pupil X - I also made friends with Pupil X’s Mum! 

So happy we signed up for these days as they are so good. Thank you so much! 
____________________________________________ 

 
I couldn’t talk to you all properly because I was in hurry but I am so grateful you arranged 

such nice activities for the children. Pupil X will not be stop talking and sharing her nice 
experience. Thank you all. 

____________________________________________ 
 

Just to say thank you to you and your colleagues for the activities that were provided last 
week, I know you must have all been exhausted by the end of the week… I found it 

particularly useful as there was time for Pupil X to be involved with us and join in when she 
did the shorter days. She also enjoyed herself too. Many thanks again. 

_____________________________________________ 
 



 
By: Tav Juttla, AfC Virtual School Business Manager 
Contact: tav.juttla@achievingforchildren.org.uk 

Thank you so much for the wonderful opportunities on offer for a 10 year old. There was a 

real variety. I think it's so important for children in care to have the chance to connect with 

other children who share some of their life experiences. A has been in care for 5 years but 

had never been to so many activities in a week. She said it's been the best start to the 

holidays, something different each day and I feel so much calmer. 

As a carer the scheme has been really fab and we are very grateful for the enrichment 

opportunities she has had with you. Thank you! I think it's fantastic, we really valued you. 

________________________________________ 

Just wanted to say Pupil X has had the MOST amazing week - made friends with other 

adopted children (one particularly she has bonded with – Pupil Y) and generally had a fab 

time - thank you so much to you and your team for all your hard work. Thank again for an 

amazing week. 

___________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for the Virtual school activities. Pupil X really enjoyed all the activities. Her 
favourite was the cookery club. Pupil X enjoyed all the activities on all the days.  

___________________________________________ 
 

Thanks again for a lovely week. It really gives me a break too. Pupil X, aged 12 really loved 
the cooking and the pottery. Pottery was his favourite, he would love to do the pottery 

again. 
Thank you again! 

____________________________________________ 
 

I think the best thing is the variety of activities to get involved with. It was great for him to try 

lots of different things so he could explore avenues of interest and help him form an idea of 

what he most enjoys doing. 

The specific activity he enjoyed the most was the boat cruise. It was really a unique experience 

that would rarely happen and he spoke enthusiastically about so many different parts of it – 

especially driving the boat! From a practical perspective as a parent, it is difficult to organise 

something like that that includes crafts, driving the boat, having a professional answer all his 

questions about how it works etc. Whilst he also really loved the pottery/crafts, cooking class, 

and Fun Fest (the quality of all of them was top notch), I wouldn’t know where to start with 

recreating the same experience as the boat cruise, there were so many different facets to it! 

_______________________________________________ 
 

To be honest, what you organised was perfect! 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
The best part for Pupil X is making friends – friends who he would love to see at future events. 
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Pottery painting was a big hit – and having the souvenir to keep is something he has never 
had before. Legoland, the chance to go with new friends was awesome! 

Fun Fest, he would definitely go again – he was so busy on the day he didn’t have “time” to 
eat his lunch! 

________________________________________________ 

Pupil X enjoyed the variety. Always enjoys cooking. Seemed to enjoy modelling. He even 

enjoyed the library day which he wasn’t naturally looking forward to! Was great to have really 

good staff and workshop leads with specialities involved. Felt like a real treat for him, e.g. my 

children couldn’t go… 

________________________________________________ 
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